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City of Yuba City
Parks and Recreation Department

Staff Report

November 7, 2006

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

G.M. "Skip" King, Director of Parks & Recreation

SUMMARY

Subject: Approve the Filing of an Application to Apply for Grant Funds for
The California River Parkways Grant Program Under the Water
Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of
2002 (Proposition 50)

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution approving the filing of an application to apply for
the California River Parkways Grant Program and appoint the Parks
and Recreation Director or designee as the City's agent to work with
the Sutler County Resource Conservation District to ensure that all
negotiations, execution and submittal of all documents including, but
not limited to applications, agreements and payment requests which
may be necessary for the completion of the California River Parkways
Grant Program.

Alternative: Do not apply for grant

Fiscal Impact: Future General Fund Dollars to Maintain Parkway

DETAIL

Background: In January 2001, the City of Yuba City submitted a LEGACI grant
proposal to the Great Valley Center and received $20,000. The
purpose of the grant was to prepare a Strategic Plan for the
development of seven miles of riverfront along the west side of the
Feather River. The creating of the Strategic Plan created specific
project objectives such as:

1. Created a safe and secure public place.
2. Create an extensive river trail system for pedestrians and

cyclists.
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3. Preserve natural areas and wildlife habitat.
4. Restore or "naturalize" areas to their former natural condition.
5. Create new amenities and improve upon existing amenities.
6. Create passive and active recreational facilities.
7. Create a civic destination and attraction.
8. Establish a direct connection between the river and the City's

downtown area.
9. Educate the Parkway user about the river and its ecosystem.
10. Capitalize on potential commercial opportunities near the

Project Area.

The Strategic Plan also provided the City with a plan in place that
allowed us the opportunity to pursue additional funding opportunities
that were not available to us without the benefit of the Plan. The
California River Parkways Grant Program funded by Water Security,
Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 or
Proposition 50 is such a source.

The Feather River Park Project is a component of the City's General
Plan. The policies within the General Plan have been developed to
ensure that the Feather River Parkway Strategic Plan will be
implemented. However, this implementation can only occur when
funding sources are identified and become available.

Discussion: This evening the Council will have a Memorandum of Understanding
before you between the Sutter County Resource Conservation District
and the City of Yuba City. One of the tasks within the MOU states that
SCRCD will provide services to the City, on the Feather River Parkway
Grant Proposal offered by the California Resources Agency on behalf
of the City. Initial costs incurred by SCRCD will be provided pro bono
with the understanding that should this proposal be funded, SCRCD
will serve as the administrating agency of the project on behalf of the
City, and work closely with the City and its relevant departments to
ensure that programmatic goals and objectives are met.

Due to the short period of time the Sutter County Resource
Conservation District and the City of Yuba City had prior to the October
17, 2006 deadline for the grant application, the grant was submitted.
However it was submitted with the understanding that Council must
approve the filing of the application. The application can be "pulled" if
council chooses not to proceed with the grant process.



FEATHER RIVER PARKWAY PROJECT OVERVIEW

In 2002, the City of Yuba City completed the Feather River Parkway Strategic Plan in an
effort to utilize approximately 172 acres of City property referred to as Willow Island in the
Feather River Bottoms. The plan was also created to provide the City the means to apply
for funding sources when they become available.

With Councils approval, the City will be entering into a memorandum of understanding with
the Sutler County Resource Conservation District. The City will be applying for Proposition
50 Grant funding. There currently is approximately 32 million dollars available state wide.
Sutter County Resource Conservation Districts engineers project request and estimate is
$4.6 million dollars.

The project will consist of clearing and grubbing, bank stabilization, equestrian and
pedestrian trails, bike paths, a parking area, additional shade trees and preservation, and
restoration of woodlands and wildlife habitat areas. The project will also include picnic
areas, benches, tables, bike racks, disc golf course and open space.

If successful, the grants will be awarded in the spring of 2007. The environmental and
permitting process will be completed in December 2008, with construction beginning
January 2009 and completed within a year.

The Feather River Parkway presents a fantastic opportunity to develop a riverfront park of
statewide significance. This parkway will become an icon for the partnership to preserve
California's riverfront heritage, water quality, and fisheries while meeting water user needs
statewide through the operation of the state water project. With continued support, the City
envisions a state park setting that highlights the successes of the partnership efforts to
conserve California's river ecosystem as a vital resource while optimizing it's usage with
practical approaches. With our water resources becoming increasingly limited as socio-
economic pressures for its use rise every year, Californians need a destination point from
which to learn the complexity of water use in the State. Envisioning a future, Feather River
Parkway Water Center and History Museum, the City welcomes California to experience
the States economic life-source, our water resource.


