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Summary 
 
Subject: Service of Pre-Emergent and Post-Emergent Chemicals for Weed 

Abatement at Various Locations (RFP19-04) 
 
Recommendation: Award a contract to Custom Agronomic Solutions of West Sacramento, CA 

in the amount of $86,663 for the yearly service with the possibility of four 
(4) one (1) year extensions. Authorize the City Manager to approve the 
extensions if it is in the best interest of the City.   

 
Fiscal Impact: $86,663 Funds to be drawn from various accounts; General Fund $41,916; 

Water Fund $14,252; Wastewater Fund $917; other various funds $29,578 
 
 
Purpose: 
Provide twice a year extensive weed abatement coverage throughout City.   
Background: 
Weed abatement is the process of removing plants or grasses that pose a fire hazard and poor 
aesthetics to occupied or vacant structures and transportation routes. This occurs not only on 
land, but in water areas as well. Weed abatement is necessary for fire safety, to maintain an 
accessible route to the water treatment plant low lift pump, maintenance of storm detention ponds, 
and City aesthetics. The service is provided twice a year. The first application is a pre-emergent 
spray that is completed in the spring and the second application is a post-emergent spray that is 
completed in the fall.  There are a total of 70 sites throughout the City that are in need of weed 
abatement service. 
 
Analysis: 
A formal proposal was developed and advertised according to the City’s ordinances. Proposal 
notifications were issued to five (5) vendors and three (3) proposals were received on December 
19, 2018.  The RFP specified that an evaluation criteria would be used to rank the potential 
contractor. 
  

Evaluation Criteria     Maximum Score 
Cost        20 points 
Compliance with RFP                 10 points 
Capability, Experience, Qualifications   40 points 
References       30 points 



   

 
A committee of three (3) City staff members independently evaluated and ranked the proposals 
according to the criteria outlined above. Proposal rankings are below: 
 

Vendor Bids      Score   Price 
Custom Agronomics, West Sacramento, CA  92.67   $86,663.00* 
Barrows Landscaping Inc., Yuba City, CA  84.00   $76,584.75 
Clark Pest Control, Yuba City, CA   55.68   $176,496.00 

*awardee 
The City has previously worked with all three companies, and based on their overall ability to 
provide the services required, along with their quality and experience, staff recommends award 
of the contract to Custom Agronomics. 
The other vendors did not score as high as Custom Agronomics due to concerns with a few items 
such as the quantity of qualified personnel. In evaluating the closeness in price and score between 
Barrow’s Landscaping and Custom Agronomics, staff found the following differences to be most 
influential to the overall score.  
The Barrow’s Landscaping proposal is only providing two certified personnel while Custom 
Agronomics can provide up to six personnel.  The most recent vendor could not meet our 
expectations with five certified personnel.   
In reviewing the references provided in the proposal, the committee found that Barrows 
Landscaping had references for contracts to service smaller areas, up to approximately two acres, 
which also included landscaping, whereas Custom Agronomics provides service to larger areas 
such as approximately 300 acres of relevant work which falls more in line with the City’s 
approximate 150 acres. 
Custom Agronomic was also able to provide additional information and demonstrate their 
understanding regarding a specific type of weed that is prone to grow in the Yuba City area.  The 
Custom Agronomic plan to administer the required services was clear, comprehensive, and in line 
with the Public Works Department’s needs. 
Fiscal Impact: 
$86,663 Funds to be drawn from various accounts; General Fund $41,916; Water Fund $14,252; 
Wastewater Fund $917; other various funds $29,578. 
 
Alternatives: 

1) Reject all proposals 
2) Request new proposal process 

 
Recommendation: 
Award a contract to Custom Agronomic Solutions of West Sacramento, CA in the amount of 
$86,663 for the yearly service with the possibility of four (4) one (1) year extensions. Authorize 
the City Manager to approve the extensions if it is in the best interest of the City.   
 
     
Attachments: 

1. Agreement 
2. Score Sheet 
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/s/Vicky Anderson   /s/ Steven C. Kroeger 
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ATTACHMENT 2 



Chandler McDaniel Langley Average
Cost 20 8.68 8.68 8.68 8.68

Compliance with 

RFP 10 7 7 7 7.00

Capability, 

Experience, 

Qualifications 40 20 20 20 20.00

References 30 20 20 20 20.00

55.68

Chandler McDaniel Langley  Average
Cost 20 20 20 20 20.00

Compliance with 

RFP 10 9 9 9 9.00

Capability, 

Experience, 

Qualifications 40 30 30 30 30.00

References 30 25 25 25 25.00

84.00

Chandler McDaniel Langley  Average
Cost 20 17.67 17.67 17.67 17.67

Compliance with 

RFP 10 10 10 10 10.00

Capability, 

Experience, 

Qualifications 40 35 35 35 35.00

References 30 30 30 30 30.00

92.67

Cost 

Should be all inclusive for the services requested.

Compliance with RFP 

Quality and completeness of submitted proposal relative to the description given in the RFP.

Capability, Experience, Qualifications 

Detailed plan providing the services as described in Specifications.  Resources contractor will

dedicate to the scope of work, number of staff assigned to this contract, detail training 

and safety precautions. Job qualifications of key staff.

References 

Six (6) reference; three (3) current and three (3) past similar to this contract.

Total Group Score

Criteria
Points 

Allowed
Custom Ag

 

Criteria
Points 

Allowed
Clark Pest Control

Total Group Score

Criteria
Points 

Allowed
Barrows
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