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Date: March 3, 2020 
 

To: Honorable Mayor & Members of the City Council 
 

From: Public Works Department 
 

Presentation by: Diana Langley, Public Works Director  
 

 

Summary 
 

Subject: Plumas Street Water Tower Refurbishment 
 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution approving the graphic design and painting specifications 
for the refurbishment of the Plumas Street Water Tower and authorizing 
advertisement for bids on the project. 

  

Fiscal Impact: $180,000 – Account No. 971268-65501 (Plumas Water Tower Maintenance) 
   $125,000 – Maintenance and Painting 
   $35,000 – Vinyl Signage 
   $20,000 – Construction Management 
    

 

Purpose: 
 
To improve the appearance and reputation of the City. 
 

Background: 
 
The Plumas Street Water Tower is an historical structure that is a landmark for the City, but has 
been in disrepair for many years. The existing fiberoptic lighting/signage is inoperable, obsolete, and 
non-repairable. The structure needs fresh paint and updated signage to reestablish its presence in 
the community and take advantage of its high visibility from both the 5th and 10th Street Bridges to 
welcome residents and visitors to Yuba City. 
 
In 2009, the City completed a $14 million streetscape project of Plumas Street. The Water Tower is 
a landmark structure at the south end of the project area at the corner Plumas Street and Bridge 
Street. At that time, there were preliminary discussions about refurbishing the Tower; however, with 
the downturn in the economy in 2008, the decision was made to postpone the work. Staff considers 
the Water Tower to be a prominent community feature and recommend that Council consider 
initiating the project once again. 
 

Analysis: 
 
Attachment 2 is a letter from the Plumas Streetscape architect recommending a classic, traditional 
vision for the Tower. An excerpt is included below: 
 



1. The Water Tower as a landmark. 
Water towers are small-town icons in California’s Central Valley. They are often the 
tallest structures in town and can be seen for a mile or more across the flat terrain; 
they are a piece of community and civic infrastructure that connotes the presence of 
a settlement; and they also are part of the agricultural landscape of the Valley – 
along with the silos, elevators, and other large mechanical assemblies that punctuate 
the horizon…Yuba City’s water tower is intimately and enjoyably accessible, in being 
located alongside Plumas Street where you nearly drive right under it as you pass 
through downtown Yuba City. One can get right underneath it and feel its looming 
scale, relative to the one and two story buildings of Plumas Street. 
 

2. Color and finish. 
Metallic silver paint is the “classic” look of a Central Valley water tower. The shiny 
silver finish gleams in the sunlight and conveys cleanliness and mechanical kinship 
with the grain elevators and the Valley’s other agricultural infrastructure. We would 
recommend keeping this traditional look. 
 

3. Signage. 
City names often proudly emblazon the sides of small-town water towers, and boldly 
state the community’s identity from a long distance…The body of the tank should 
remain silver with a high-contrast sign. 
 

The Tower refurbishment would include removal of existing fiberoptic materials and equipment, 
patching, cleaning and preparing the entire structure (legs and tank) for new paint, painting, and 
installation of vinyl signage on the north and south sides of the tank. The vinyl signage is considered 
permanent by the manufacturer and has a warranty of five years. 
 
Public Works Staff enlisted the expertise of consultants to develop the graphic design, painting 
specifications, and cost estimate for the refurbishment of the Plumas Street Water Tower 
(Attachments 1a and 1b). With Council approval of the design, specifications, and authorization 
advertise for bids, staff proposes the following schedule: 
 
   Advertise for Bid: March 2020 
   Award Contract: April 2020 
   Construction Start: June 2020 
   Completion:  August 2020 

 

Fiscal Impact: 
 
The estimate project cost $180,000, which includes construction, project management, and 
permitting costs. There is currently $135,000 budgeted in CIP Account No. 971268 (Plumas Water 
Tower Maintenance) for this project. Staff will return to Council with options for supplemental funding 
from the General Fund at the time of award based on actual costs. 

 

Alternatives: 
  

1. Approve only the maintenance and painting of the Tower in order to stay within the current 
budget. 

2. Delay the project until next fiscal year. 
3. Cancel the project. 



       

 

 

Recommendation: 
 
Adopt a resolution approving the graphic design and painting specifications for the refurbishment of 
the Plumas Street Water Tower and authorizing advertisement for bids on the project. 
   
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
a. Painting Specifications 
b. Proposed Graphics 

2. Recommendation Letter from Freedman, Tung and Bottomley 
 
Prepared by: Submitted by: 
 
 

/s/ Claire Shawver  /s/ Diana Langley for Michael Rock  

Claire Shawver  Michael Rock 
Project Manager  City Manager 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
Department Head DL 
 
Finance SM 
 
City Attorney SLC by email 



 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 



RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YUBA CITY 
APPROVING THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE PLUMAS 

STREET WATER TOWER REFURBISHMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZE 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS ON THE PROJECT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the City Council of the City of Yuba City that the plans 
and specifications for the Plumas Street Water Tower Refurbishment Project be approved. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the City Council of the City of Yuba City that 
the Public Works Department is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for bids for the 
Plumas Street Water Tower Refurbishment Project. 
 
The foregoing resolution was duly and regularly introduced, passed, and adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Yuba City at a regular meeting thereof held on the 3rd  day of March 2020. 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 

   
 Shon Harris, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Patricia Buckland, City Clerk 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
COUNSEL FOR YUBA CITY: 

 
 
 

   
Shannon Chaffin, City Attorney 

Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 
 
 
Attachment(s):  
 1a. Painting Specifications 
 1b. Proposed Graphics 



 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1a 

















 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1b 
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