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Date: November 2, 2021 
 
To: Honorable Mayor & Members of the City Council 
 
From: Public Works Department 
 
Presentation by: Diana Langley, Public Works Director 
 

 

Summary 
 
Subject: City Welcome Sign Design Concepts  
 
Recommendation: A. Adopt a Resolution awarding a Professional Services Agreement to 

Melton Design Group, Inc. of Chico, CA for development of City welcome 
sign concepts in the amount of $27,200 plus $5,000 contingency, with the 
finding that it is in the best interest of the City 

 
 B. Authorize a supplemental appropriation and related transfers in the 

amount of $32,200 from unallocated General Fund to Account No. 901294-
65501 for the development of City welcome sign concepts 

  
Fiscal Impact: $32,200 – Account No. 901294-65501 (City Welcome Signs) 
 
 

Purpose: 
 
To develop welcome signs that portray a positive image of Yuba City. 
 
Background: 
 
Welcome signs are often the first impression that a traveler will have about a community.  The 
signs provide pride of place, and often exhibit symbols that are associated with the community.   
 
The existing City welcome signs located on eastbound Highway 20 west of Township Road and 
northbound Highway 99 south of Bogue Road were installed in late 2005/early 2006 at a cost of 
$43,991.70.  Little work has been done to the signs since the installation, and the sign on Highway 
99 was damaged by a vehicle in December 2020.  Over the last few months, staff received 
complaints about the poor condition of the signs, and questions regarding the City’s plans to 
refurbish the signs.     
 
After the sign on Highway 99 was damaged, staff coordinated with first one sign company and 
then a second to try to get the Highway 99 sign repaired and refurbished and the Highway 20 sign 
refurbished.  However, due to COVID-19, both sign companies had a tremendous backlog of work 
and were unable to even remove the signs in a timely manner.  On August 27, staff removed both 
signs and took them to the Corporation Yard for safekeeping (Figure 1). 
 
Finally, the property owner of the Highway 20 location recently sold the property to another party.  
The property owner told staff that a formal agreement for the placement of the sign was never 



executed, and they were unsure if the new property owner would want the sign to remain on their 
property.  In researching the Highway 99 location, staff cannot find a formal agreement with the 
property owner for the placement of that sign either.   
 
Analysis: 
 
In late September, YESCO, a sign company, provided a quote in the amount of $30,265.22 to 
repair and refurbish the Highway 99 sign and refurbish the Highway 20 sign.  Under this scope of 
work, YESCO would repair the structural damage to the Highway 99 sign, and paint and replace 
the lighting on both signs.    
 
In order to provide Council with options, staff also obtained a proposal from Melton Design Group 
(MDG) to develop new welcome sign concepts that could be applied to all five entrances to the 
City: eastbound Highway 20 at Township Road, southbound Highway 99 at Pease Road, 
westbound Highway 20 at the west end of the 10th Street Bridge, westbound Twin Cities Memorial 
Bridge near Second Street, and northbound Highway 99 at Stewart Road.  Staff continually 
receives positive feedback regarding the “Yuba City” metal cut-out lettering and ducks located on 
the north side of Highway 20 at Stabler Lane (Figure 2).  MDG will use those signs as inspiration 
to create multiple design concepts that will: 
 

• Unify the design 

• Be built to be long-lasting, low-maintenance, and easy to repair 

• Reflect special interest at each entrance, yet maintain a common thread 
 
MDG’s scope of work includes project coordination, site analysis and mapping, conceptual design 
and cost, and final design and cost, including 3D renderings and video at a cost of $27,200 plus 
$5,000 contingency.  Once the design is complete, additional funds will need to be programmed 
to construct and install the signs. 
 
Staff recommends awarding a Professional Services Agreement to MDG for development of City 
welcome sign concepts.  Having a unified design at all City entrances that are low-maintenance, 
easy to repair, and long-lasting will be more cost effective long-term.  Also, the City can construct 
the signs in phases as funds allow.        
 
Finally, staff will coordinate with the property owners of the current welcome sign locations to try 
to formalize an agreement for the placement of the signs.   
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
Should Council decide to award a professional services agreement to MDG, the cost for the 
design of new welcome sign concepts is $27,200 plus $5,000 contingency.  Funds would then 
need to be programmed for the construction and installation of the signs.       
 
Alternatives: 
 

1. Direct staff to contract with YESCO to refurbish the existing signs and get agreements in 
place with the current property owners to place the signs back in the original locations.   



       

 

2. Direct staff to contract with YESCO to refurbish the existing signs, and award a 
professional services agreement to Melton Design Group to develop city welcome sign 
concepts for the other three entry points to the City.   
 

Recommendation: 
 
A. Adopt a Resolution awarding a Professional Services Agreement to Melton Design Group, Inc. 
of Chico, CA for development of City welcome sign concepts in the amount of $27,200 plus $5,000 
contingency, with the finding that it is in the best interest of the City. 
 
B. Authorize a supplemental appropriation and related transfers in the amount of $32,200 from 
unallocated General Fund to Account No. XXXXX for the development of City welcome sign 
concepts. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution 
A. Melton Design Group Proposal 

2. YESCO proposal 
3. Figures 1 & 2 

 
Prepared by: Submitted by: 
 

 

/s/ Diana Langley  /s/ Dave Vaughn 

Diana Langley  Dave Vaughn 
Public Works Director   City Manager 
 
Reviewed by: 
 

City Attorney SLC by email 
 



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 



 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YUBA CITY 
 AWARDING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO MELTON DESIGN GROUP, 
INC. OF CHICO, CA FOR DEVELOPMENT OF CITY WELCOME SIGN CONCEPTS IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $27,200 PLUS $5,000 CONTINGENCY 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Yuba City desires to develop welcome signs that portray a positive image 
of Yuba City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the two existing welcome signs on Highway 20 and Highway 99 are in poor condition 
and need to either be refurbished or replaced; and 
 
WHEREAS, Melton Design Group prepared the Yuba City SR 20 Streetscape Master Plan that 
recommended landscaping and signage improvements along Highway 20 and are familiar with 
concepts that represent the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Melton Design Group has provided a proposal to develop City welcome sign 
concepts; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to award a Professional Services Agreement to Melton Design 
Group, Inc. of Chico, CA in the amount of $27,200 for development of City welcome sign concepts. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of Yuba City as follows: 
 
1. The City Council finds that an award to Melton Design Group, Inc. is appropriate on grounds 
including that Melton Design Group prepared the Yuba City SR 20 Streetscape Master Plan and 
is familiar with Yuba City and the images and symbols that represent the community. An 
exemption from competitive bidding is authorized per Municipal Code Section 2-6.14. As such, 
the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the City to make a sole source award to 
Melton Design Group, Inc. for development of City welcome sign concepts. 
 
2.  The City Council hereby awards, in the amount of $27,200, to Melton Design Group, Inc. of 
Chico, CA for development of City welcome sign concepts, and finds that the award is in the best 
interest of the City.  The City Council further authorizes the City Manager, or designee, to enter 
into an agreement with Melton Design Group, Inc. for development of City welcome sign concepts 
consistent with the terms of this Resolution and the material terms of the proposal attached hereto, 
and subject to approval of the agreement as to legal form by the City Attorney. A $5,000 
contingency is hereby also authorized for the agreement, only to be accessed upon written 
authorization by the City. 
 
3. This Resolution shall become effective immediately. 
 
The foregoing resolution was duly and regularly introduced, passed, and adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Yuba City at a regular meeting thereof held on the 2nd  day of November, 
2021. 
 
AYES: 
 

NOES: 
 

ABSENT: 



 

 
 

   
 Marc Boomgarden, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Ciara Wakefield, Deputy City Clerk 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
COUNSEL FOR YUBA CITY: 

 
 

   
Shannon Chaffin, City Attorney 

Aleshire & Wynder, LLP 
 
Exhibit(s): 
 
A. Proposal from Melton Design Group, Inc. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

  



 

 
Figure 1: Existing sign at Highway 20 and Township Road being removed by 
staff 
 

 
Figure 2: Existing metal cut-out sign at Highway 20 and Stabler Lane 
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